THE DAWN OF LIBERATION

It was estimated that since the start of the German
offensive 1,088 of their aircraft had been destroyed or
damaged.

December 29. Mr. Churchill arrived in London and had an immediate
Cabinet meeting and a conference with the King of the
Hellenes on the Greek situation.

Germans withdrew on the northern flank of their advance
into the Ardennes as Allied bombers continued their
attacks on enemy supply lines.

[December 26, 1944.

GENTLEMEN, we hold many important matters in our hands.
To-day Greece may become a united nation marching with
the other united nations of the world towards victory. To-morrow,
if all our efforts fail, we shall have to bend to our hard task, and we
British shall be given a large part of the duty of rescuing the city of
Athens from the anarchy and miserable conditions now prevailing, and
of securing a sufficient area of safety around it to enable the people of
Athens to go through their daily life and work, to receive the supplies
which are coming in, and to feel that they have peace, that they have
safety, and that they have freedom.

It is not because the task which is confronting His Majesty's Govern-
ment in Great Britain is beyond our strength, or because we shrink
from discharging that task, that we have asked this company, all of
whose interests are centred in Greece, to assemble here to-day. We
hope, however, most earnestly, that as comrades in the common
struggle against the Nazi tyrants we may find some way out of all our
difficulties.

I hope the representatives of E.L.A.S. will not feel we misunderstand
their point of view and their difficulties. We are all in difficulties.
There must be responsibility for the future, and there must be compre-
hension between man and man.

Why is it we British came here ? We came with the knowledge
and approval of President Roosevelt and Marshal Stalin. We also
thought that at Caserta we had the invitation of all Greeks, including
the commander of the E.L.A.S. army. In those days there were
Germans to throw out, and it is quite true that we are in a different
situation now. That is why we accepted when we were invited
to come.

That is why I take the pains to offer the delegates of E.L.A.S. the
statement of our position ; that we consider we were invited, and that
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